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HumMBLY SBEWETH; . 


HAT che Right - Honourable Baſil William Dou glas, com- 
monly called Lord Daer, eldeſt ſon of the Right ads" 
Dunbar Earl of Selkirk, preſented a claim to the freeholders + 
of the Stewartry of Kirkeudbright, at their Head Court, held 

at Kirkcudbright, on the 11th October laſt, praying, that his name 

might be added to their roll, upon the following titles, vis. Charter 
under the Great Seal, in favour of che ſaid Dunbar Earl of Selkirk, of 
certain lands, baronies, and others, lying in the ſaid Stewartry, and 

inter alta, the lands and barony of Twynhame, dated 6th Auguſt, 1788. 

Aa. Diſpoſition by the faid Earl, in favour of the claimant, his heirs - 

and aſſignees, heritably and ber of the Over Mains of 


eee and others, dated ** Septem . 1788. 1 wa 


1 
4d. ee of ſeaſine in the claimant's 8 proceeding on 


the ſaid charter and diſpoſition, dated the 4th, and recorded the 8th 


October, 1788. 
4h. Extract retour of the ſervice of John Lord F 


heir of Thomas Lord Kirkcudbright, his couſin, dated 13th June, 
1648, from whence it appears, that the foreſaid lands are retoured to, 


a gos. land of old extent. 

That to this claim, it was, amongſt other things, objected-by,a free-. 
holder preſent, * That the claimant being the eldeſt ſon of a Peer of 
the realm, is incapable of being inrolled as a freeholder, orrof elect- 
* ing, or being elected a Member of Parliament.” 

To which objection, an anſwer was made by the claimant” viva voce, 

the import whereof, the petitioner cannot ſtate to your Lordſhips, as he 
was not preſent at the meeting, and all that appears from the minutes 
is, that upon putting the vote; it carried by a conſiderable majority to 
inroll the claimant. 
The petitioner is adviſed, that this judgment is adverſe to the con- 
ſtitutional law of Scotland, and therefore, he avails himſelf of the pri- 
vilege of a freeholder upon the roll, to bring it under the review 2 
your Lordſhips. 

As the 241 /vo of the anſwer made to the objection, does not appear 
from the minutes of the Head Court, the petitioner mult leave it to 
the noble Lord to explain to your Lordſhips, by what reaſoning the 
freeholders were induced to pronounce a judgment unprecedented in 
the records of this country. The petitioner ſhall only ſtate, as the foun- 
dation of his complaint, this ſimple propoſition, That being the eldeſt 
ſon of a Scots Peer, Lord Daer had no right to be inrolled as a free- 


holder in the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright. 


May it therefore pleaſe your Lord/hips; tu grant warrant for 

ſerving this complaint upon the Jaid Baſil William Deuglas, 

an»... "commonly called Lord Daer, perſonally, or at his dwelling 
place, and to ordain him to put. in anſwers, thereto, within 
ien days. after ſuch fervice, and upon the merits of the 
complaint ; with or without anſwers, to find, that the meeting 

of fFreebolders did wrong in adding his Lardſhip's name to 
; - their roll, and 10 ordain bis name to be expunged therefrom, 
4." + e an to give the neceſſary orders for carrying 3 your . into 


_ execution. 
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